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Welcome to the New Year Brothers and Sisters:

We anticipate 2023 will be much of the same as 2022 with 
construction in Arizona and across the country. The shortage of 
operating engineers will be here and the opportunities for work 
in our industry will continue through most if not all of 2023. 
While new men and women are joining our craft, either with the 
experience or through our apprenticeship, the numbers at times, 
just doesn’t seem to be enough. Not a day goes by that we are 
not reminding our current members and people interested in 
our field, now is a good time to be and join our Union family of 
Operating Engineers. We have good wages and great training and 
even better benefits than most companies can offer. When we 
all make the time to explain it to those who do not know, they 
become more interested and actually start to understand why 
being a member of the Operating Engineers is a great career 
not just a job. Remember our skills cover many different types 
of jurisdictions and our Local currently represents men and 
women in the aggregates, mining, dirt, cranes, hotel and building 
maintenance, public transportation, pipeline, and manufacturing 
industries. Our local OE’s have a lot of responsibilities within just 
about every skill level within these industries. In short, we built 
what is here and are building the future Arizona.

A reminder to those who have the Local 428 health and welfare 
benefits, our Third Part Administrator (TPA) has changed. Our 
new TPA is Southwest Administrators Inc. (SSA). This means our 
health, dental, vison eligibility, claim or pension issues should first 
be addressed to SSA. If you are making any self-payments or 
automatic bank payments for benefits, you want to make sure 
you or your bank are sending to the correct address. SSA’s default 
address is 2550 W. Union Hills #290 Phoenix, Az. 85027. SSA’s 
customer service contact number is 602-249-3582. Southwest 
Service Administrators (SSA) has a vast network of employees 
and web based tools to help with our membership needs and 
issues that arise and are committed to providing our members 
with great customer service. If needed, you can also schedule a 
one on one meeting at their Phoenix office. 

Work Union Live Better

Stay United Stay Strong

Happy New Year’s Brothers and Sisters. 

The operating engineers are starting the year just 
like the last year ended BUSY, and work is good. 
Contractors are adding to their crews weekly and 
the out of work list is shrinking. If you know an 
operator working non-union tell them to give us a 
call. Our apprenticeship is almost to 100 apprentices 
and they are going to add more this year. We are still 
negotiating with The Building People and Transdev 
has asked to open their contract early. This year 
the independent contractor’s contract and Cemex 
Prescott/Camp Verde contract are coming up and 
the opening letters are scheduled to be mailed. 

The change over to the new TPA has been smooth 
with only a few hiccups and they were taken care 
of with a phone call, if you have any concerns or 
questions, please call the hall or Southwest Service 
Administrators.   

The apprenticeship program is going strong with 
almost 100 apprentices if you have some on your 
site, please help them learn the trade and what being 
a Union Member means. If you are an apprentice 
please come to our monthly meetings, there you 
will meet other operators from our local and will 
know what is going on around the area and the 
state. 

As I write this article, Flagstaff is snowed in and 
I-17 is closed. Remember even when it’s cold you 
need to drink water and be careful when driving 
this winter.

One Day Longer
One Day Stronger

Tim Davies
Business Representative 
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Hello Brothers and Sisters,

As the New Year kicks off , so does new 
companies coming into Arizona. Two to mention 
are Malcolm Dril l ing and Cordon-Johnson. Both 
are signatory to the Association of Dril l  Shaft 
Contractors Agreement, West Coast Chapter 
with IUOE. Malcolm Dril l ing started a project 
as part of the rebuilding the 22nd Street Bridge 
in Tucson while Cordon-Johnson started an 
energy infrastructure project in Quartzsite 
cal led Ten West Link,  that wil l bring clean 
energy and connect electrical substations from 
Tonopah AZ to Blyth CA. We look forward in 
working with both companies and provided 
skil led operators on these projects.

We started negotiations with a company named 
The Building People (TBP). TBP is part of our 
stationary engineers industry at the Federal 
Buildings in Tucson and al l the ports of entries 
at the Mexico border along with their sub-
contractor named J and J Worldwide Services. 
Although negotiations have been slow due to the 
recent holiday season, we have made signif icant 
progress in reaching a tentative agreement. In 
addition, our stationary engineer members have 
been uti l izing the training being provided at the 
ITEC in Crosby TX. Unfortunately, after several 
fai led attempts on trying to communicate with 
J and J Worldwide, we had to f i le NLRB charge 
for fai l ing to provide critical information to be 
able to bargain in good faith. We wil l keep you 
updated on the outcome of the charges and 
once we reach ratif ication of a new contract.

In early January, we were called to the NLRB 
witness stand to give testimony on the Asarco 
Unfair Labor Practice (ULP) strike case . 
The NLRB has been and wil l be call ing for 
testimonies of al l the craft Unions who are 
involved with Asarco. Although these hearings 
are far from being settled, we feel we gave a 
strong testimony of the events that occurred 
during the 2019 negotiations, leading up to the 
strike and after its ended. This has been a long 
time coming and we are determined to bring 
justice for al l the Union brothers and sister 
copper miners who stood their ground against 
corporate greed and wanting to achieve a fair 
contract. 

We look forward in seeing you al l at the 
upcoming Semi-Annual meeting.
In Solidarity 
Ruben Gonzales
                                                                                                                                                  
IUOE Local 428                                                                                                             
Business Representative
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CongrAtULAtions AnD 
wELCoME to oUr 
nEwLY initiAtED 

428 MEMBErs 
 

OCTOBER 2022

Octavio Aguirre – Jose Angel Guereco 
Joseph Barrick – Joe Berger – Anthony Bjork

 Paul Brady II – Herbert Charles – Daniel Collins  
David Comeau – Will Dogherty – Ryan Edwards 

David Fritts – Salvador H. Martinez 
Christopher Korman – Keifer McWilliams 

Jesus Mendoza – Patrick Merrill – Danny Munoz 
Samuel Pantoja – Tyler Paugh – Carlos Perez 

 Jesus P. Fernandez – Nestor Ruiz – James Savage 
Kevin Smith – Andrew Taylor – John Tedford 

Guillermo V. Pera – Jesus Vasquez – Juan Velazquez 
Nez Wheeler – Fred Wiley

NOVEMBER 2023

Francisco Acosta –  Camron Alvarez 
Juan Baltazar Ruiz – Walter Begley III – Brody Billy 
Louis Brown Jr. – Jaggar Buckley – Axel B. Esquibel 
Jerry Cole – Mark Collins – Gregory Colmenero 

Timothy Gallagher – Luis Sonke – Carl Tachine

DECEMBER 2023

Christopher Andriso – Derek Barber 
Santos B. Ruelas – Roy Byrd – Adam Carra 

Tiffany Eckard – John Gooding – Kevin Linnevers 
Zachary Mills – Sergio Nevarez – Destanie Patton 

Adrian Ptak – Aaron Rush – Adan Saldivar Jr.

NOTICE!!!!
ELECTION OF DELEGATES TO 

GENERAL CONVENTION

Article XII, Section 1, of our By-Laws, read as follows:

(a) Delegates to the General Convention of the 
International Union of Operating Engineers shall be 
elected in accordance to Article III, Section 3 of the 
International Constitution, from among the membership 
of Local Union No. 428, and subdivisions thereof, in the 
month of February next prior to the Convention, and 
the nomination of candidates shall be held at the District 
membership Meeting in the month of January next prior 
to the election.

(b) The Business Manager-Recording-Corresponding 
Secretary shall cause notice to be sent to all members 
at least fifteen (15) days prior to District Membership 
Meetings during the month of January prior to the 
Convention, at which nomination and election of 
Delegates is to take place, by publishing said notice in the 
ENGINEERS NEWS REPORT (Local 428's Official 
Monthly Publication) and said publication shall be 
considered sufficient notice.

(c) To qualify as a candidate for election as a Delegate, as 
set forth above, a member must be in good standing in 
Local Union No. 428, or one of its subdivisions, as 
defined in the Constitution of the International Union, 
and must be present at the meeting when nominations are 
made and must accept or reject his nomination at the time.

(d) The President, and Business Manager-Recording 
Corresponding Secretary, by virtue of their offices, shall 
be Delegates to any and all Conventions and Conferences, 
to which this Local Union is entitled to have Delegates.

Cody Hill, apprentice mechanic for McCarthy graduating and receiving 
certificates
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6601 N Black Canyon Hwy
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Business Manager, Recording-Corresponding Secretary Michael P. Lee wishes to remind all members to carry their paid Local 428 dues 
card. When attending a Semi-Annual, District or special called meeting of the Union, your paid up dues card is proof of your good 
standing status as a member of IUOE Local 428 and your right to vote in such meetings and/or participate in the business of the union.

CARRY YOUR DUES CARD

PERIODICALS

POSTAGE

PAID AT 

PHOENIX AZ

MEMBERSHIP

District No. 1
First Thursday of each month at 6:00 p.m.
6601 N Black Canyon Hwy, Phoenix, AZ

District No. 2
Third Tuesday of each month at 5:00 p.m.

      1949 East Eastland, Tucson, AZ

District No. 3
Second Thursday of each month at 3:30 p.m.

2544 WEST 16TH STREET, Yuma, AZ

District No. 4
Fourth Tuesday of each month at 5:00 p.m.

DAY’S INN & SUITES 
1640 W. HIGHWAY 260, CAMP VERDE, AZ 86322

MEETING CALENDAR

*REMINDER*
IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE 

OPERATING ENGINEERS LOCAL 428 BY-LAWS:
In order to be a “Member In Good Standing” your dues 

amd working assessment must be current.

Please contact the Phoenix Office
to update any change of address, phone numbers,

or to change your beneciary.

LOCAL 428 WEBSITE ADDRESS: www.iuoe428.comEngineers News Report

*No District Meetings will be held in March 2023 
due to the March 26, 2023 Semi-Annual 

Membership Meeting.*

*HOLIDAY OFFICE CLOSURE*
Please note that the Phoenix Office

 will be closed on 

February 20, 2023
In observance of President’s Day

Office


